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GROVE HOUSE

Halifax, Halifax County, North Carolina K

Date of erection: c. 1765

Date demolished: c¢. 1915

Architect: Sketches perhaps by Jefferson
Builder: Willie Jones
Description:

Ireme; two stories; pediment roof,

for ghoto.)

(See index card




EX’I‘RAGT FROM THE BiGR’I‘H CAROLINA Beomz* ro |
- vel 2, 1902-03 o
tzxwemc HOMES IN NORTH CoROLINA,

- Willle Jones' father, Jol.-Robert Jones, lived at what was
" _--ééillfa& “Jonest Castle® in Northampton oounty, Jueb aorogs. the -

L -rivsr from Halifax but dted while his son was at Eton, En&,la,n&._

After young, Willie's retum 16 Amerlica in the year l‘?ﬁs

" he mwe& !ais r&%her's house to Halifax and built in the extirens

| saatﬁ af t.i:sé t.am what has sinoce been known as the "Grove Housa-

o M.l the builcilna material of the f£irst house which was

eraaﬁeﬁ in 3.'740 had besn brezz&hz from m&axxd. This when moved
't.a Halira.x wag added o and impx'oveé to sult the taste of txhe |

- young owner and hig prospective bride. The construstion of this

hou‘ad‘ahi.ap‘hag: stood 80 well the storme of yeurs was elaborate;

" the workmanship wes of the best and 1t was built according bo |

s ﬁhﬁ";ie’mande of the times in regard to hogpitable entertalnment,
ﬁi._tpugi_éd in an immense park of native white osks, it still

| _ata,nd_:é;a ruin of what was onoe fali_@ eastle from which its owner
- extended aiwh'léviéh hospitality and arcund whose hearthstones
h'ef-__usgéé;_m-ose graces which won #mien to his views and brought such
la’sﬁiﬁé'remlts.

o Of the majemtlc oaks which fsrmed this park, or "Groves®
_which ¥r. Jones preferred t0 ©&ll it, ana through whose branches
the sunlight fell on dead leaves and bronze mogsea which formed
& oarpet of varied golors fé'x‘ the feest, there are five re-

"m:.;mng, An one group; these flve osks -dividée honore with two

.tmezmﬁ syoamores in guardlng the approach to the front door of



the csstle. One of ths provis&ens of Mr. Jones'! will WaE . that ' “'

not an axe should be 1aid to th& body of one of these trﬁea;
.but &alas, how meetsnt the will of man to ucntrol bhe events at_r
_p&ssina yearg~many of them have been removed Tha doop~yard

xs a wilderness of shrubbanya whiah haa reached an abgammnl-_ .1*m{&i

growth, and the limbs of huge G}spe Hyrtles are 1nt$éL&a$ﬁ'wi§§ g
thoge of the "Soge of Sharon® éﬁ&.ﬁeak'érange which ars ﬁérﬂ g
trees than ahrubs, 80 1ans and dasp have their ra@ts raatansﬁ
themael?as in the ganerous seil._

Tha steps to the front perah werﬁ at sem&-cireular ah&pg

and bullt of red granite, whioh wag brought from Scotland. 'rhy o

entrance hall 1s large and equaré the wainscoting of handsome
paneled oak, the moulding around the eeiling or each room is |

i

9reeise1y wh&t Bany are uaiug t it

dignity given by more ‘than & hundra&.yeara. the - large epan
fireplaces in hall, salon, and parlor offer susbestions ef;the'
warmth and ohecr of which only these shadows remain. In one
corner of this hsll is a peeuliarly arnanged-wlnéaﬁﬂér,ﬁoak,'
said to have contained aecreﬁiéhambﬂra which Opéns& with a
concealed spring and which 1s oredited with having been the
recepiacle of state papers or_no little importance. Uncanny
tales are told of othexr splirits than those whieh chagr ag
viglting this mysterious corner at most unlooked for times,
and ®hants® are often seen by the credulous paseersby, when
ove rtaken by the darkness in thls forssaken spot.

A wide croge hall geparates this éne from the banquet

;:, #1th tho a&ditian “of ths.”‘“-'i




oy

 hall or dining room which deserves more ihan & passiag noticw.

A1) the pooms are large, this one unusually go. The wide and |

'deGQIBOw'winﬁow, the-high carved pantel which'reached to the
give it still an a;? of mors than Qrainany 1nter&st. The tone
and coloring of the paper on the walls can be seen in places
but ﬁucn of its ofnémsntatiaﬁ has been taken away by rellc sgekers. -
This large bow window whioh formed & semi-circle with one
wi&e center window &na two smaller windowe on slther side, was
the first one ever bulili in North Carolina, and Mr. Jones
arranged it so that he could have & perfect view of his private

race track, and from this room watoh the raoing of his blooded

‘horses of which he wae passionately fond. Of the cost of this

window we oan form some idea, when we remember that the duty on
8lass was one of the chief grounds of complalint at the time this

h.ouse was bullt.
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